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This report presents the results of the inventory of recreation use, assets, and important features in the
SteamboaMountainPlannindArea(the Steamboat areand includes a summarylksfownrecreationrelated
issues and impacts being experienced irSteamboat ared he inventory was completed @axt of the

Columbia Valley Recreation Planning Initi#@¥RPI). The CVRPI is a comrdedifylanning initiative with the
goal of identifyingecreationstrategiesthat protect important values and reduce adverse recreation impacts on
public landén the Columbia Valley.

The first phase of the CVRPI focuses on developing a Rec®#atiegy for the 33,000ectare Steamboat
area, which corresponds withe boundary of the Steambo&brestry Landscape Urind includes the area
between the communities of Brisco and Radimh Springs on the west side of the Columbia River with the
south boundary following Forster CréElgurel).

The Initiative acknowledges that the Columbia Malleithin the traditional territory of the Ktunaxa Nation
OYldzy EI Al YF{12aA40 YR GKS {Kdz@gl LI LYRAFY . IFYyR®

1.1 Projecbackground

Since 2008takeholders in th€olumbia Valley have been working towards a recreation strategy fegtba

that respects antbalances the needs of different users while safeguarding the core values that make this region

an exceptional place to live, work, and play. The rootedaifithe CVRIRaN be traced back to the mi®90s

when the Province of BC completed the KootdBayndary Land Use Plarhe Columbia Valley was not

AyOf dzZRSR Ay GKS tflyQa LYLXSYSydldAz2y {GNrdS3e | yR
access, leaving a gap that hastgdtefilled.

In 2017, the CVRAMP (Columbia Valley RecreatiossAdaaagement Plan) process began, with the goal of
developing recreation management plans for the Columbia Valley. In 2021, the initiativeavasdehe
Columbia Valley Recreation Planning Initid@RPtp better reflect the scope and objectivetize process

Thenature andscope of the planning process is characterized as follows:

1 Itis a ommunityled planning process

1 Localgovernments in the area are actively participating in and supporting the process.

1 TheBC Government garticipating andvill support the process when capacity allows

1 The CVRPFocess will make recommendatioms recreation management strategies and
options.

1 Recreationstrategiesdeveloped through the initiative will act ggidanceto inform future land
usedecisionmakingandwill not belegally binding land use plan
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9 The primary objective is to
identify which recreation Objectives of the CVRPI
activities and uses are
appropriate (and recommended), Reduce conflictsetween and amongst recreation users,
at which locations and times of  residents, visitors, commercial recreation and other land use
year.

I The focus is orecreation
activities occurring opublic
lands within theColumbia Valley
The initiative will not affect Provide aecure and certain basis for letegm public and
commercial recreation or tenured commercial recreation used access.
land uses, unless supported and
approved by existing land users,
and will not make Promote and support responsible recreation tiseugh
recommendations related to effective communications.
management of privat&and,
federal land, parks and protected
areas, lakes, riversid
waterways or lnds with existing
management plans, designations
and/or access restrictions

1 Iltis the intent of this process to not impact AborigRajhts and Titlevithin the planiing area.

Recognize and protect important val@iesn adverse
recreation impactsenvironmentally sensitive areas, significar
ecological values and wildlife habitat.

Helpinform future land uselecisions.

Engage with and involve the public and affected stakeholde!
the process t@nsure their concerns and aspirations are
understood ad considered

The CVRH led bya Planning Committemade up largely afommunity volunteers committed to working
collaboratively to develop recreation strategies for the Columbia VEtleylanning Committéeads and
coordinateghe initiativer acquiringfunding, facilitating meetirsy engaging the broader community, and
managing the@dministration and contracting for planning supppublicengagementand GIS. The Planning
Committee establishetthe Steamboat Recreation Advisory Committee to support and inform the development
of a iecreation strategy for the Steamboat ar&éaeAdvisoryCommittee includes representatives from

different sectorandinterest groups in theegion andorovides local advice and recommendations to the
Planning Committee.
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Figure 1: The Steamboat Mountain Planning Area
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1.2 Inventorygpproach

To support backcountry recreation planniagpublic landi the Steamboat Area, this report outlines:

1 The location of recreation assets and features in the, anetuding existing recreation trails, and
areas used forandomcamping accessndstaging for recreation use

1 Known recreatiofrelated issues in the aremcluding damage to grasslands or riparian areas,
and conflicts between recreation users and/attvother land users

1 Important valuessuch as range values, wildlife values, and other vihgegn to exist in the
region which may be affected by recreation use.

Theinformation presented in this report reflects the best data available at the tinrafohg. The following
information sources and data gathering methods were used:

1 ARecreatiorinventoryof the Invermere Timber Supply Area wampleted in 2018The 2018
inventoryincludedinterviews and surveys with local stakeholders, and compilaticecreation
uses based oall publiclyavailable maps, reports, and GIS data

1 Results oinformation gathered through the Columbia Valley Recreation Access Management
Plan process, which culminated in early 2020 and includeebarsgd input on recreation
priorities in theSteamboat area.

1 Field tourccompleted by Jeff Zukiwskyrethg thesummer and fall 2021 ArcGIS software (GIS
Collector) was useid gather data and photos, which were uploaded to a digital webmap.

1 Spatial data omalues and landses was compiled from existing government data sources, such
as DataBC and information from the Steamboat Jubilee Mountain Official Community Plan.

1 Inputfrom Planning Committee and Steamboat Advisboynmittee members/as sought via a
digital webmap in 8cember 2021, and a meeting held on December 14, 2021 in Radium.

1.3 Project next steps

The CVRPIssekingoublic feedback on this report. Oribe publicsurveyis complete, the next steps are to
identify potential strategies for improving recreation management in the Steamboat area. Another public
engagement process is planned3oring2022o0n a draft Steamboat Recreation Strateagyd the final
Steamboat Recation Strategy will be complete by Fall 202 Figure 2)

Figure 2: The Steamboat Recreation Strategy planning process
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Establish Planning Committee Inventory of recreation assets Identify potential recreation Public open houses Analyze engagement results
Establish Steamboat Advisory and issues strategies Public survey Draft Strategy
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2. ) 1 OAT O OoU 158 R AMORAGOEAR OOOA O

Thissection provides a summary of tleereation inventoryor the Steamboadrea. It identifiesallknown
locations of recreation uses, assets and featuréseregion The inventory identified a higlensity recreation
use area located in the southeast corner of the SteandeatThe hjh-density area contains a significant
number of recreation trails and camping areas, likely more than what has been captured in the inventory.
Recreation inventory maps are provided in Se&itb(Recreation Use in the Steambagda), ands.2
(Recreation Use in the Hiflensity Recreation Use Ayea

2.1 Recreatiorstes

The Steamboatrea containsixsmallprovincial ecreationstes, with a totabccupancyf 15 campsitesiiable
1). A variety of recreation activities are possiblesateation sites in the Steamboat area, including boating,
angling, picnicking, mountain biking, canoeing, hiking, Nordic skiing, and horseback riding.

Table 1: Recreation Sites in the Steamboat area

Site name Number ofcampsites Other facilities
Dogleg Lake 6 Boat launchPicnic tablesT oilets
Radium Wetlands 0 (day use only) None
{lIYyQa cCc2ffe]|1l Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets
Halgrave Lakes 2 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets
Hall Lake 3 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toil&harfs
Steamboat Lake 3 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toild#arfs

Camper at Dogleg Lake Recreation Site
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There arealsoseveraRecreation Sites to the nortifithe Steamboadrea, includingBigfish(Dunbar) Lake and
Cartwright Lake, which are popuégieas and contain a higher density of public campsites than vevailable

in the Steamboadrea.Recreation users from these sites likely partake in recreation activities in the Steamboat
area.

2.2 Rangmcamping

Randontamping is defined as camping on public land outsiddesignated camping site (e.g., a Recreation

Site) and where no facilities exetd are typically identified lilye prence of a rock fire pit. As per tB€

Land Use Permission Pdlicy W! y& LISNBR2Y Yl & OF YLl 2y [/ NRBgyYyL fFyR F2N
Randorrcamping is not an illegal activity.

In total, 43ocations were identified where there is evidenceaoflomcampingn the Steamboat area. The
majority of identified locations are within the higénsity recreation use area. There are likely more areas used
for randomcamping than whatwasdocumented through this process, particularly in the-digihsity

recreation use area.

The size of camping areas ranges from very large areas with multiple fire pits and evidence of large group
camping, to small areas with only enough space for a single camping unit.

Randonrcampers in the region appear to be partaking variety of activities while camping in the area,
including enjoyment of nature or solitude, living (squatting), ateessreation trails, hunting, fishing, and
other lakebased recreation activities.

1Link to BC Land Use Permissions Policy:
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetld=59D1FFCB42DF4E7CA081DABB929CD5ED&fileisainpspeifm
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Example afandomcampingsouth of Horsethiefdfest Service Road
2.3 Parking and staging areas
Twelveocationsvereidentified that are used by recreation users for access tdtiaédand otherrecreation

activitiesin the Steamboat areawb staging areas aggart of the commercial recreatidanure for winter
motorized recreationand the other 10 are informal (rdom) parking areas used by the public.

Mountain bikers staging for a ride on the south side of Steamboat Mountain
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