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1. )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

 
This report presents the results of the inventory of recreation use, assets, and important features in the 
Steamboat Mountain Planning Area (the Steamboat area) and includes a summary of known recreation-related 
issues and impacts being experienced in the Steamboat area. The inventory was completed as part of the 
Columbia Valley Recreation Planning Initiative (CVRPI). The CVRPI is a community-led planning initiative with the 
goal of identifying recreation strategies that protect important values and reduce adverse recreation impacts on 
public lands in the Columbia Valley.  
 
The first phase of the CVRPI focuses on developing a Recreation Strategy for the 33,000-hectare Steamboat 
area, which corresponds with the boundary of the Steamboat Forestry Landscape Unit and includes the area 
between the communities of Brisco and Radium Hot Springs on the west side of the Columbia River with the 
south boundary following Forster Creek (Figure 1).  
 
The Initiative acknowledges that the Columbia Valley is within the traditional territory of the Ktunaxa Nation 
όYǘǳƴŀȄŀ ♃ŀƳŀƪ♃ƛǎύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘǳǎǿŀǇ LƴŘƛŀƴ .ŀƴŘΦ  
 

1.1 Project background 
Since 2008, stakeholders in the Columbia Valley have been working towards a recreation strategy for the region 
that respects and balances the needs of different users while safeguarding the core values that make this region 
an exceptional place to live, work, and play. The roots of the of the CVRPI can be traced back to the mid-1990s 
when the Province of BC completed the Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan. The Columbia Valley was not 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōŀŎƪŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
access, leaving a gap that has yet to be filled. 
 
In 2017, the CVRAMP (Columbia Valley Recreation Access Management Plan) process began, with the goal of 
developing recreation management plans for the Columbia Valley. In 2021, the initiative was re-named the 
Columbia Valley Recreation Planning Initiative (CVRPI) to better reflect the scope and objectives of the process.  
 
The nature and scope of the planning process is characterized as follows: 

¶ It is a community-led planning process. 

¶ Local governments in the area are actively participating in and supporting the process. 

¶ The BC Government is participating and will support the process when capacity allows. 

¶ The CVRPI process will make recommendations on recreation management strategies and 
options. 

¶ Recreation strategies developed through the initiative will act as guidance to inform future land 
use decision-making and will not be legally binding land use plans. 

http://columbiavalleyrecreation.ca/
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¶ The primary objective is to 
identify which recreation 
activities and uses are 
appropriate (and recommended), 
at which locations and times of 
year. 

¶ The focus is on recreation 
activities occurring on public 
lands within the Columbia Valley. 
The initiative will not affect 
commercial recreation or tenured 
land uses, unless supported and 
approved by existing land users, 
and will not make 
recommendations related to 
management of private land, 
federal land, parks and protected 
areas, lakes, rivers and 
waterways, or lands with existing 
management plans, designations 
and/or access restrictions. 

¶ It is the intent of this process to not impact Aboriginal Rights and Title within the planning area. 

 
The CVRPI is led by a Planning Committee made up largely of community volunteers committed to working 
collaboratively to develop recreation strategies for the Columbia Valley. The Planning Committee leads and 
coordinates the initiativeτacquiring funding, facilitating meetings, engaging the broader community, and 
managing the administration and contracting for planning support, public engagement, and GIS. The Planning 
Committee established the Steamboat Recreation Advisory Committee to support and inform the development 
of a recreation strategy for the Steamboat area. The Advisory Committee includes representatives from 
different sectors and interest groups in the region and provides local advice and recommendations to the 
Planning Committee.  
 

Objectives of the CVRPI 
 

Reduce conflicts between and amongst recreation users, 
residents, visitors, commercial recreation and other land users. 
 

Recognize and protect important values from adverse 
recreation impacts -environmentally sensitive areas, significant 
ecological values and wildlife habitat. 
 

Provide a secure and certain basis for long-term public and 
commercial recreation use and access. 
 

Help inform future land use decisions. 
 

Promote and support responsible recreation use through 
effective communications. 
 

Engage with and involve the public and affected stakeholders in 
the process to ensure their concerns and aspirations are 
understood and considered 
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Figure 1: The Steamboat Mountain Planning Area 
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1.2 Inventory approach 
 
To support backcountry recreation planning for public lands in the Steamboat Area, this report outlines: 

¶ The location of recreation assets and features in the area, including existing recreation trails, and 
areas used for random camping, access and staging for recreation use. 

¶ Known recreation-related issues in the area, including damage to grasslands or riparian areas, 
and conflicts between recreation users and/or with other land users. 

¶ Important values, such as range values, wildlife values, and other values known to exist in the 
region which may be affected by recreation use. 

 
The information presented in this report reflects the best data available at the time of drafting. The following 
information sources and data gathering methods were used: 

¶ A Recreation Inventory of the Invermere Timber Supply Area was completed in 2018. The 2018 
inventory included interviews and surveys with local stakeholders, and compilation of recreation 
uses based on all publicly available maps, reports, and GIS data. 

¶ Results of information gathered through the Columbia Valley Recreation Access Management 
Plan process, which culminated in early 2020 and included map-based input on recreation 
priorities in the Steamboat area. 

¶ Field tours completed by Jeff Zukiwsky during the summer and fall of 2021. ArcGIS software (GIS 
Collector) was used to gather data and photos, which were uploaded to a digital webmap. 

¶ Spatial data on values and land uses was compiled from existing government data sources, such 
as DataBC and information from the Steamboat Jubilee Mountain Official Community Plan. 

¶ Input from Planning Committee and Steamboat Advisory Committee members was sought via a 
digital webmap in December 2021, and a meeting held on December 14, 2021 in Radium. 

 

1.3 Project next steps 
The CVRPI is seeking public feedback on this report. Once the public survey is complete, the next steps are to 
identify potential strategies for improving recreation management in the Steamboat area. Another public 
engagement process is planned for Spring 2022 on a draft Steamboat Recreation Strategy, and the final 
Steamboat Recreation Strategy will be complete by Fall 2022 (see Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2: The Steamboat Recreation Strategy planning process  

ȩɎ 
  



COLUMBIA VALLEY RECREATION PLANNING INITIATIVE 

PAGE | 7                                      RECREATION INVENTORY AND ISSUES REPORT FOR THE STEAMBOAT MOUNTAIN AREA   DRAFT - JANUARY 2022 

 

 

2. )ÎÖÅÎÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 2ÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ 5ÓÅȟ !ÓÓÅÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ &ÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ 

 
This section provides a summary of the recreation inventory for the Steamboat area. It identifies all known 
locations of recreation uses, assets and features in the region. The inventory identified a high-density recreation 
use area located in the southeast corner of the Steamboat area. The high-density area contains a significant 
number of recreation trails and camping areas, likely more than what has been captured in the inventory. 
Recreation inventory maps are provided in Section 5.1 (Recreation Use in the Steamboat area), and 5.2 
(Recreation Use in the High-Density Recreation Use Area).  
 

2.1 Recreation Sites 
The Steamboat area contains six small provincial recreation sites, with a total occupancy of 15 campsites (Table 
1). A variety of recreation activities are possible at recreation sites in the Steamboat area, including boating, 
angling, picnicking, mountain biking, canoeing, hiking, Nordic skiing, and horseback riding. 
 

Table 1: Recreation Sites in the Steamboat area 

Site name Number of campsites Other facilities 

Dogleg Lake 6 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets 

Radium Wetlands 0 (day use only) None 
{ŀƳΩǎ Cƻƭƭȅ [ŀƪŜ 1 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets 

Halgrave Lakes 2 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets 

Hall Lake 3 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets; Wharfs 
Steamboat Lake 3 Boat launch; Picnic tables; Toilets; Wharfs 

 
 

 
Camper at Dogleg Lake Recreation Site 
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There are also several Recreation Sites to the north of the Steamboat area, including Bigfish (Dunbar) Lake and 
Cartwright Lake, which are popular areas and contain a higher density of public campsites than what is available 
in the Steamboat area. Recreation users from these sites likely partake in recreation activities in the Steamboat 
area. 
 

2.2 Random camping 
Random camping is defined as camping on public land outside of a designated camping site (e.g., a Recreation 
Site) and where no facilities exist, and are typically identified by the presence of a rock fire pit. As per the BC 
Land Use Permission PolicyΣ Ψ!ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀƳǇ ƻƴ /Ǌƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ мп ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŘŀȅǎΩ1. 
Random camping is not an illegal activity.  
 
In total, 43 locations were identified where there is evidence of random camping in the Steamboat area. The 
majority of identified locations are within the high-density recreation use area. There are likely more areas used 
for random camping than what was documented through this process, particularly in the high-density 
recreation use area. 
 
The size of camping areas ranges from very large areas with multiple fire pits and evidence of large group 
camping, to small areas with only enough space for a single camping unit.  
 
Random campers in the region appear to be partaking in a variety of activities while camping in the area, 
including enjoyment of nature or solitude, living (squatting), access to recreation trails, hunting, fishing, and 
other lake-based recreation activities. 
 

 
Example of random camping south of Horsethief Forest Service Road 

 

 
1 Link to BC Land Use Permissions Policy: 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetId=59D1FFCB42DF4E7CA081DABB929CD5ED&filename=permissions.pdf 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetId=59D1FFCB42DF4E7CA081DABB929CD5ED&filename=permissions.pdf
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Example of random camping south of Horsethief Forest Service Road 

  

2.3 Parking and staging areas 
Twelve locations were identified that are used by recreation users for access to trail-based and other recreation 
activities in the Steamboat area. Two staging areas are part of the commercial recreation tenure for winter 
motorized recreation, and the other 10 are informal (random) parking areas used by the public.  

 
Mountain bikers staging for a ride on the south side of Steamboat Mountain 

 












































